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property he divided among his followers, remitting his own
fifth. The author of this cruel judgment died soon after of
his wound, and Mohammed spoke his funeral oration. The
women were sold or exchanged for horses or arms; and a young
damsel of peculiar attraction he added to the number of his
wives.

Five times each day the eyes of the Moslems had been
ordered to turn towards Mecca, and Mohammed was urged by
the most powerful motives to revisit, as a conqueror, the city
from which he had been forced to fly. The Caaba was present
to his waking and sleeping fancy, and it is not surprising that
he should dream that he had its key in his hand., and that he
had performed the ceremonies of the pilgrimage. The next
morning he told his dream to his followers, and it was accepted
as a prediction and omen of the early possession of the object of
their desire. This march, however, though at the head of
14,000 men, only displayed the peaceful pomp of a pilgrimage.
Seventy camels, bedecked for sacrifice, preceded the van, and
the sacred territory was respected; but the Koreish felt a rea-
sonable jealousy, and, when he arrived on the borders of their
territory, they forbade his entrance. The Bedouins, who had
followed him less from piety than hopes of plunder, might be
tempted to desert; the Koreish, as he said, had put on their leo-
pard-skins ; a,nd on this occasion, at least, he "sunk into the cool
and cautious politician," concluding a ten years' truce, on the
condition that all within Mecca who pleased might join him, and
all with him who chose to leave him might return, but that for
the future any who came to him should be sent back on demand.
It was also stipulated that he and his people might come on pil-
grimage unarmed, provided they only staid three clays. This
zeal of his opponents was equal to that of his followers, for they
refused to acknowledge his title of Messenger of God, and he
consented to waive it, ordering All to substitute the Son of Abd-
allah. "A cloud of shame and sorrow," says Gibbon, " hung
on their retreat, and their disappointment might justly accuse the
failure of a prophet who had so often appealed to the evidence of
success," The remark is natural, but the phlegmatic historian